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The font Dajnko-Metelko DejaVu is based on DejaVu Serif Condensed and can therefore 
easily be combined with other condensed fonts of the DejaVu series, including VecVideo. 
The font contains the characters necessary for writing Slovene in the Dajnko alphabet 
(dajnčica, used between 1824 and 1839 mainly in Styria/Štajerska) and in the Metelko 
alphabet (metelčica, used between 1825 and 1833 mainly in Carniola/Kranjska). 
Most of the special letters introduced by Peter Dajnko and Franc Serafin Metelko do not 
have their own Unicode positions (see the first proposal of 2011, the second proposal of 
2022, and the UTC minutes of April 2023, according to which the process is stalled until 
enough evidence of actual use cases is provided). In this font, I therefore assigned those 
letters that cannot directly be written with an existing Unicode character to letters that 
look at least similar. Some of these letters are Cyrillic, which is appropriate because both 
Dajnko and Metelko did indeed borrow some of their letters from the Cyrillic alphabet 
(at least ƞ < ц, ɥ < ч, ш < ш, щ < щ, and ж < ж). 

Modern Dajnko Metelko SS 
C c C c   Ƞ ƞ U+0220, U+019E (Ƞ ƞ) C c 
Č č Ɥ ɥ U+A78D, U+0265 (Ɥ ɥ) Ɥ ɥ U+A78D, U+0265 (Ɥ ɥ) Č č 
E e (/e/) E e   Є є U+0404, U+0454 (Є є) Ě ě 
E e (/ə/) E e   Ƨ ƨ U+01A7, U+01A8 (Ƨ ƨ) Ë ë 
H h H h   Ḩ ḩ U+1E28, U+1E29 (Ḩ ḩ) Ć ć 
Lj lj L l   Ļ ļ U+013B, U+013C (Ļ ļ) Ľ ľ 
Nj nj Ŋ ŋ U+014A, U+014B (Ŋ ŋ) Ņ ņ U+0145, U+0146 (Ņ ņ) Ň ň 
O o (/ɔ/) O o   Ø ø U+00D8, U+00F8 (Ø ø) Ô ô 

Š š Ɣ ɣ 
Ȣ ȣ 

U+0194, U+0263 
U+0222, U+0223 

(Ɣ ɣ) 
(Ȣ ȣ) Ш ш U+0428, U+0448 (Ш ш) Š š 

Šč šč Ɣɥ ɣɥ   Щ щ U+0429, U+0449 (Щ щ) Ś ś 

Z z Z z   З з U+0417, U+0437 (З з) Z z 
Ž ž X x   Ж ж U+0416, U+0436 (Ж ж) Ž ž 

To ensure that your text will still look appropriate (e.g. “sƨrƞє” or “reɥƨ”) or at least 
similar to the intended output (e.g. “nøж” for “nøж” or “danaшņe” for “danaшņe”) wher-
ever this font is not available, always use the Unicode letters indicated in the table 
above. For individual words it might be easiest to use a character chart like BabelMap 
or the one provided by your text processor or operating system (note that the font also 
contains combining diacritics), or even to copy-paste the letters needed from this pdf. 
For longer texts, you can enter the necessary characters using a comprehensive key-
board layout (e.g. my keyboards for Windows) or assign your own keyboard shortcuts in 
your text processor. Alternatively, you can activate the OpenType function Stylistic Set 
01 (for metelčica), 02 (for early dajnčica with “ȣ”), and 03 (for later dajnčica with “ɣ”) 
and enter the characters given in the last column of the table above (all of which can be 
typed with a normal Slovene computer keyboard). The Stylistic Sets will let you see the 
intended letter shapes, e.g. “ш”/“ȣ”/“ɣ” when you enter “š” or “ņ”/“ŋ” when you enter 
“ň”. However, before you make your text available to others, be sure to find & replace 
every “š” in Dajnko-Metelko DejaVu with “ɣ” (for Dajnko’s “ɣ”), “ȣ” (for Dajnko’s earlier 
“ȣ”), or “ш” (for Metelko’s “ш”), etc., so that people who do not have the font or copy-
paste from your pdf do not get “sërcě” instead of “sƨrƞє” or “ôrëć” instead of “ørƨḩ” for 
“ørƨḩ”. 

https://slavistik.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/buncic
https://slavistik.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/buncic/tech#c248100
https://dejavu-fonts.github.io/
https://slavistik.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/buncic/tech#c220267
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2011/11136-slovene.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2023/23074-slovene-metelko.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2023/23074-slovene-metelko.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2023/23083-script-adhoc-rept.pdf
https://www.babelstone.co.uk/Software/BabelMap.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combining_Diacritical_Marks
https://slavistik.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/buncic/tech#c197314
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QWERTZ#South_Slavic_Latin


Samples 
 

1. Metelčica 

Koзíɥeƞa inƨ volk 
Køзa grє iз ḩlє́va na paшo, inƨ зaprƨtí svøji koзíɥƨƞƨ, vrat ne odprє́tƨ, dokler jє naзaj ne 
bo. Kómє odide, жє tƨrka volk na vrata, po koзje meketá, in koзiɥƨƞo kliɥe odprє́t. Ale 
koзiɥeƞa se spomnƨ máternƨga poveļa, poluka skoзƨ bƨзƨn, in зaglєda volká. Tebƨ ne 
bom odpirala nè, mu reɥe: desƨravno koзji glas posnєmaш, te vƨndƨr po tvøji podobƨ 
poзnam, in vє́m, da sƨ volk, inƨ le po møjim mєsƨ ḩrepeniш. 

Blagƨr mu, kdor ràd slúшa; kdor po svøji tƨrmƨ, po svøjim nágņeņƨ inƨ poжeléņƨ ravná, 
se pogubí. 

(Metelko, Franz Seraphin. 1825. Lehrgebäude der Sloweniſchen Sprache im Königreiche Illyrien 
und in den benachbarten Provinzen. Laibach: Leopold Eger. 282–283) 

 
2. Early Dajnčica 

Stara miȣ ino ŋene mlade 
Stara miȣ je svoje mlade opomenula, ɥi dugo ɥejo xivéti, se naj maɥk ogiblejo. Kda pà je 
enkrat maɥka ŋe k’ sebi vabila, ino jim dobrega zerŋa obeɥala dati, so mlade miȣi na 
svoje matere opomín pozabile, ino k’ maɥki ȣle; kak hitro pà so tam bile, je jè maɥka 
pojéla. 

Tota fabula vyɥí: Keri na dobre opomíne pozabijo, so sami na svoji nesreɥi krivi. 
(Dainko, Peter. 1824. Lehrbuch der Windiſchen Sprache: Ein Verſuch zur gründlichen Erlernung 
derſelben für Deutſche, zur vollkommeneren Kenntniß für Slowenen. Grätz: Johann Andreas 
Kienreich. 311) 

 
3. Later Dajnčica 

Na nedúxno mladost 
1. Ɥyte me hlapɥíɥi! 
Ɥyte me deklíɥi! 
Vi mi snaxni ste, 
Kakti cvetjiɥe. 

2. Zlosti ɣe ne znate, 
Ɥisto serce mate, 
No v’ neduxnosti 
Ɣe xivíte vsi. 

3. Vaɣa dyɣna snaga 
Ɣe je bole draga, 
Kak pa zlato vso, 
Kero gleɣta kdo. 

4. Aŋgelskem vnoxéstvi, 
Boxjem veliɥéstvi 
Ste spodobni vi 
Vu neduxnosti. 

5. Blaxeni, veséli 
Veɥni mír iméli 
Bote v’ Bogi vi 
Vu neduxnosti. 

(Dainko, Peter. 1827. Posvetne pesmi med slovenskim narodom na Ɣtajerskem. Radgona: v’ Alojz 
Wajcinger’ovemi knigiɣi. 34–35.) 

https://books.google.si/books?id=OikQAAAAYAAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=metelko&hl=de&pg=PA282#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.si/books?id=4CFnAAAAcAAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=dajnko&hl=de&pg=PA311#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.si/books?id=59pbAAAAcAAJ&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&dq=dajnko&hl=de&pg=PA34#v=onepage&q&f=false


License 
Fonts are © Bitstream (see below). DejaVu and Dajnko-
Metelko changes are in the public domain. Glyphs im-
ported from Arev fonts are © Tavmjung Bah (see below) 
 
Bitstream Vera Fonts Copyright 
Copyright © 2003 by Bitstream, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
Bitstream Vera is a trademark of Bitstream, Inc. 
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any per-
son obtaining a copy of the fonts accompanying this li-
cense (“Fonts”) and associated documentation files (the 
“Font Software”), to reproduce and distribute the Font 
Software, including without limitation the rights to use, 
copy, merge, publish, distribute, and/or sell copies of the 
Font Software, and to permit persons to whom the Font 
Software is furnished to do so, subject to the following 
conditions: 
The above copyright and trademark notices and this per-
mission notice shall be included in all copies of one or 
more of the Font Software typefaces. 
The Font Software may be modified, altered, or added to, 
and in particular the designs of glyphs or characters in 
the Fonts may be modified and additional glyphs or char-
acters may be added to the Fonts, only if the fonts are 
renamed to names not containing either the words “Bit-
stream” or the word “Vera”. 
This License becomes null and void to the extent applica-
ble to Fonts or Font Software that has been modified and 
is distributed under the “Bitstream Vera” names. 
The Font Software may be sold as part of a larger soft-
ware package but no copy of one or more of the Font Soft-
ware typefaces may be sold by itself. 
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS”, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR 
IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY 
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS 
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONIN-
FRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADE-
MARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL 
BITSTREAM OR THE GNOME FOUNDATION BE LI-
ABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIA-
BILITY, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, IN-
DIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL 
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CON-
TRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, 
OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE 
FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM OTHER DEALINGS IN 
THE FONT SOFTWARE. 
Except as contained in this notice, the names of Gnome, 
the Gnome Foundation, and Bitstream Inc., shall not be 
used in advertising or otherwise to promote the sale, use 
or other dealings in this Font Software without prior 

written authorization from the Gnome Foundation or Bit-
stream Inc., respectively. For further information, con-
tact: fonts at gnome dot org. 
 
Arev Fonts Copyright 
Copyright © 2006 by Tavmjong Bah. All Rights Reserved. 
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any per-
son obtaining a copy of the fonts accompanying this li-
cense (“Fonts”) and associated documentation files (the 
“Font Software”), to reproduce and distribute the modifi-
cations to the Bitstream Vera Font Software, including 
without limitation the rights to use, copy, merge, publish, 
distribute, and/or sell copies of the Font Software, and to 
permit persons to whom the Font Software is furnished 
to do so, subject to the following conditions: 
The above copyright and trademark notices and this per-
mission notice shall be included in all copies of one or 
more of the Font Software typefaces. 
The Font Software may be modified, altered, or added to, 
and in particular the designs of glyphs or characters in 
the Fonts may be modified and additional glyphs or char-
acters may be added to the Fonts, only if the fonts are 
renamed to names not containing either the words 
“Tavmjong Bah” or the word “Arev”. 
This License becomes null and void to the extent applica-
ble to Fonts or Font Software that has been modified and 
is distributed under the “Tavmjong Bah Arev” names. 
The Font Software may be sold as part of a larger soft-
ware package but no copy of one or more of the Font Soft-
ware typefaces may be sold by itself. 
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS”, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR 
IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY 
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS 
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONIN-
FRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADE-
MARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL 
TAVMJONG BAH BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, 
DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, INCLUDING ANY 
GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN 
ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, 
ARISING FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY 
TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM OTHER 
DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE. 
Except as contained in this notice, the name of Tavmjong 
Bah shall not be used in advertising or otherwise to pro-
mote the sale, use or other dealings in this Font Software 
without prior written authorization from Tavmjong Bah. 
For further information, contact: tavmjong @ free . fr.

 

Version history 
Version 1.0 (16 October 2025): 

• font created from DejaVu Serif Condensed by adding the Dajnko and Metelko glyphs, deleting characters 
not necessary for writing 19th-century Slovene, and adding the OpenType features SS01–SS03 

  




